
 

Continuous activities of the workers at PARSYLON 
String Factory to end uncertainty regarding jobs and 

livelihood 
      On Wednesday September 22, 
workers of this factory in 
Khorramabad, Lorestan Province 
reported the news of their continued 
activities to end uncertainty 
regarding their jobs and 
livelihood. 
They told the media 
reporter that after 7 
years of stopping the 
production activities at 
the factory, we are 
waiting for serious 
action by the people 
responsible for the 
factory to restart the 
production. These 
workers, indicating the 
continuation of the 
problems in this unit, 
say that this factory had 
about 530 workers who 
have been waiting for 
the reopening of the 
factory ever since its close down. 
According to the laid off workers, 
this factory, after few years of being 
in red, was given to an investor from 
the private sector, in early 2000’s, 
and the factory conditions 
improved, and some workers were 

employed. But conditions changed 
and the owner had to stop work in 
January 2014. According to the 
workers, with increased problems, 
the ownership of the factory’s shares 

was given to the creditors, among 
whom there were two banks. Since 
then, these two banks have not done 
anything to reopen the factory. They 
say that this production unit that can 
produce all sorts of raw nylon yarn, 
stretch and polyamide granules has 

the capacity to employ two thousand 
workers. They added that this 
factory was founded in 1975 with a 
declared capacity of 14 thousand 
metric tons of raw nylon yarn and 

stretch and one thousand 
metric tons of polyamide 
granules number 6. 
Parsylon products were 
used in texturizing 
industries, cotton and 
Rachel weaving machines, 
fishing net strings, socks 
weaving, water hoses, 
reinforced rubber and 
different plastic pieces 
engineering. This factory 
was considered an 
important pole of 
employment in the 
province and even in the 
country. 
According to the workers, 
this factory, with a judicial 

order, has been given to Atiyeh 
Damavand Company, attached to the 
Ministry of Industry. But the result is 
not yet known because of financial 
disputes and the amount of loans.    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 

2&3 

 

 
 
 

Demonstration 
news 

  

 

 

 

Page 

4 

 

 
 

Reviewing the 
job 

classification 
plan … 

 

  

 

Page 

  5 

 

 
6 years in 
prison … 

  

 

 

Page 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

…for murders 
in its 
prisons… 

  

 

 

Page 

  

7& 8 
 

 
 
 

 
PEN Sydney 
open letter… 



 

 
   

 

 
 
 

The organizing council of 
the protests of the oil 
contracting workers: 

The return of our project 
colleagues at West Karun 
Power Station to strike! 

 
      On Wednesday September 22, our project 

colleagues of West Karun Power Station went on 
strike again, protesting the owner’s breaking the 
promises and the obligations. According to the news, 
these workers are employed by MAPNA and 
contracting companies who under the pressure of the 
first strike and in order to lure back the protesting 
workers back to work promised the increase in wages 
and the implementation of 20 days’ work and 10 days’ 
rest. But now that the contractor has reneged on his 
promises, the workers have gone back on strike and 
have gathered in protest. Workers, everywhere, when 
facing with breaking promises, go back on strike and 
pursue their demands. Thus, the protest and strikes 
continue among the oil workers. 
 

 

 

 

Gathering of KUT 
ABDOLAH municipal 
workers in front of the 

KHUZESTAN 
PROVINCIAL OFFICES: 
 
    Four months with no wages, four months with no 
insurance coverage! 
According to the ILNA reporter today, September 18, 
the municipal workers of Kut Abdolah gathered in 
front of the Khuzestan Provincial Offices to attract 
attention to their harsh job situation and to protest it. 
These workers who have not received their wages and 
salaries for months, requested the support of the 
Provincial officials for their demands. One of the 
workers present in today’s  

 
gathering says: “we shout no stop, Governor, support 
us, support us, we are really tired. We have gone 
everywhere; we got no help from the municipality nor 
from the new town’s council. ” These workers have 
not received the full wages for four months and their 
insurance payments have not been paid for two 
months. Additionally, part of their last year dues are 
not paid yet. 
 KUT ABDOLAH municipality claims that the 
previous mayor has created a huge deficit and that is 
the reason for this situation. But the workers say: can 
the council members live for four months without any 
wages? Why don’t they pay our minimum wages? 
These workers expect that the Province Governor 
orders the municipality to pay the workers’ payment 
rapidly. KUT ABDOLAH municipality has 400 
contract workers who work in two day and night 
shifts and have not received their wages for months. 
 
 

*** 
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Rally of steel retirees in Isfahan, 
Ahvaz and Tehran, rally of 

municipal service workers of 
Dehdasht Municipality and 

protest of cement factory workers 

 
     On September 19, a group of Steel Fund retirees 
simultaneously staged a protest in front of the Steel 
Retirement Fund building in Tehran, Khuzestan and 
Isfahan to pursue their demands. At these rallies, retirees 
stressed the need to amend the law on equalization of jobs 
and its full implementation, and increase wages above the 
12 million poverty line, free treatment, welfare facilities 
and the right to housing. According to the retirees, the 
government has approved the implementation of the Steel 
Pension Fund and similar funds with its own budget and 
with the approval of its Board of Trustees, but the Steel 
Pension Fund will not be implemented. Another problem 
is the deduction of life and accident insurance money from 
staff and mining retirees. Retirees say: "Despite inflation 
and expensiveness, why have the authorities reduced one 
and a half million steel pensions?" Steel retirees are 
seeking to collect signatures from aggrieved retirees in this 
regard and file a complaint against this violation. Ending 
embezzlement and theft and returning stolen money to the 
pension fund is one of the demands that retirees have 
repeatedly emphasized in their rallies. 
- On Sunday, September 19, municipal service workers of 
Dehdasht Municipality gathered in front of Koh -kilo- yeh- 
Governor's Office to protest the failure of the officials to 
fulfill their promises and to receive their demands. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 

 
 
 
Protest rally of Bandar 
Imam Petrochemical 
employees in front of this 
company 
 

    On Saturday, September 18th, a group of employees 
of Bandar-e-Imam Petrochemical Company protested 
in front of Bandar-e-Imam Petrochemical Company in 
protest of the company's action to put the situation 
and transfer 300 personnel under the supervision of 
Bandar Mahshahr Non-Industrial Operations 
Company. It is a holding company, and the non-
industrial operations company is a subsidiary of it, 
and only official and contract forces can be transferred 
to another company, and the transfer of contract forces 
can be done only with their own consent. The 300 
employees with a history of more than 10 to 15 years, 
want to be returned to the parent company because 
this transfer has eliminated some benefits such as 
production bonuses and reduced workers' wages. The 
workers, who have been transferred to the subsidiary 
since late last year, say: "If the authorities do not pay 
attention, we will not give up our protests until this 
demand is met." This is the ninth day of the workers' 
strike, and their demand is to return to the control of 
the parent company, Bandar Imam Petrochemical. 

 
*** 
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Reviewing the job classification plan and its 

immediate implementation in Public Transport 
Company, has a significant impact on the pensions of  

the workers and bus drivers. 
 

  
    During the last several years, the 
revision of the job classification plan 
has been raised many times by the 
workers and bus drivers of Tehran 
Public Transport Company. The 
public transport workers syndicate 
has taken various measures and 
follow-ups through the 
management of Company, Tehran 
City Council and Tehran 
Municipality; and made its 
documentations available on their 
Telegram channel. Several protest 
rallies have been held by the 
workers and bus drivers of Public 
Transport Company in front of the 
Municipality and Tehran City 
Council. In response to the rallies, 
the management of Public Transport 
Company and Council managers 
only made hollow promises, and 
nothing better has happened to the 
hard-working bus drivers and 
workers, except for a minimal 
deposit as partial wages, continuous 
managerial meetings and repetitive 
hollow promises. 
Since a large number of the workers 
and bus drivers in Public Transport 
Company are on the verge of 

retirement, the management of 
Public Transport Company is 
practically depriving them of the 
benefits of the revision of the job 
classification plan by tricking the 
payment method into partial 

deposits to the accounts of a large 
number of the drivers and workers 
who have retired during the last few 
years. Because the job classification 
review plan has not been performed 
in the last fourteen years, the 
workers and bus drivers who are 
retiring do not benefit from the 
implementation of the plan; 
consequently, they retire with a 
minimum wage and legally lose 
what they really deserve. 

The public transport workers 
syndicate announces to the 
management of Public Transport 
Company that they must completely 
implement the job classification 
review plan immediately. The plan 

implementation in this 
critical situation is not only 
influential in the pensions 
of workers and drivers, 
but also can provide hard-
working bus drivers, 
workers and pensioners a 
minimum relief for part of 
the basic living expenses 
including housing, 
healthcare and education 
in the current difficult 

living conditions and nationally 
continuous excessive inflation. 
The public transport workers 
syndicate firmly declares that in case 
of no immediate implementation of 
the job classification plan, the 
workers and bus drivers of Public 
Transport Company will reserve the 
right to protest and strike in various 
forms to themselves.

 

 

 

 

Renewed strike of the project workers in WEST KARUN POWER 
STATION 

    On Wednesday September 22, 

project workers of West Karun 

Power Station went on strike again, 

protesting the owner’s reneging the 

promises and the obligations. 

Project workers in this Power 

Station are employed by MAPNA  

and other contracting companies  

 

 

 

 

who had come back to work 

after receiving the promises 

regarding increase in wages 

and an alternating schedule 

of 20 days of work and 10 

days of rest, went back on 

strike after the owner 

reneging on his promises? 
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Ismail Gerami, a 67-year-old retired worker, was 
sentenced to 6 years in prison by the  
Revolutionary Court of Branch 36. 

 

 

Ismail Gerami is an activist 
related to the retiree who 
worked for a carton factory. 
He was active in the protest of 
retiree in the last 2 years 
continuingly to get the 
requests of the retired people. 
In this regard Mr. Gerami was 
summoned and 
threatened several 
times by security 
agents and was 
arrested, once on 
March 6, 2020 and 
was release one day 
later. He is an 
informed and 
progressive worker 
who has well 
understood and 
touched the 
miserable living 
conditions, as well 
as the indifference 
of government and 
government agents 
to the current 
situation and the demands of 
workers and retirees. For 
these reasons, not only has it 
not succumbed to threats and 
pressure, but also, he believed 
that the best way to pursue 
the demands of retirees and 
workers was on the street. 
This kind of pleasant thinking 
has not been included in the 
security and judicial factors. 
This retired worker was 
arrested on April 4, 2021, 

when agents of the Ministry 
of intelligence attacked his 
house. After confiscating all 
his mobile phones and those 
his family members, he was 
transferred to Ward 209 of 
Evin prison. He was 
transferred to Phashafoyeh 

prison after several days’ 
detention. 
After 5 months of detention, 
he was in a few minutes court 
without the presence of a 
lawyer in a cruel and unjust 
sentence, he was sentenced to 
a total of 6 yeas prison, fines 
and flogging. 
This sentence was approved 
again by the Revolutionary 
Court of Appeal of Branch 36. 
By rejecting all the evidence 

and documents. However, 
this 67-year-old retiree, 
despite having underlying 
diseases and old age. 
Now he should spend several 
years in prison, where 
continued detention could 
result in irreparable physical 

harm. 
Teheran and 
Suburbs Bus 

Company 
Workers’ 
Syndicate 
condemns 

cruel and 
unjust 

sentence 
declared that 
this retired 

worker 
whose voice 
is the voice of 
pain of all 
retirees. The 

Syndicate 
declared that 

with issue such sentences, 
system can’t turn off the 
voices of workers, retirees, 
the underprivileged and 
other disadvantaged sections 
of society.  
Certainly, these voices will be 
louder and louder with 
miserable living conditions 
and the current conditions.   
 

                       *** 
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Gozareshgaran’s Appeal 

 

Let us confront the Islamic Republic, for murders 
in its prisons, and be a part of the chain of courage 

and bravery of political prisoners in Iran! 
 
     To continue its crimes against the 
activists and leaders of the struggle 
for freedom, democracy and social 
justice, in news embargo, the Islamic 
Republic is trying to impose severe 
restrictions on access to the internet 
and social media platforms.  

 
On Thursday, 23rd September 2021, 
the officials of Fashafouyeh prison 
confirmed the news of the death of 
Shahin Naseri. Prior to this, in the 
news suppression of this horrific 
crime in solitary confinement in 
Greater Tehran Prison, Shahin’s 
inmates had reported, and this crime 
of the Islamic Republic officials was 
inevitable, as they have not 
announced the cause of this murder. 
 
So far, according to the reports of 
Shahin’s relatives and inmates, 
including Farhad Salmanpour, in a 
voicemail, has mentioned that 
Shahin did not have any physical or 
mental problems. After Shahin 
Naseri’s testimony about the torture 
of Navid Afkari, who was executed 
in Shiraz’s Adelabad prison last 
year, Shahin’s interrogators beat him 
severely, and then the investigator of 
the case threatened to melt him. 
Exactly, on the anniversary of Navid 

Afkari’s execution, Shahin Naseri 
was transferred to the solitary 
confinement cell, and he was 
banned, and refused access to phone 
calls and jail visits by his relatives. 

 
However, Shahin is not the only 
witness to the torture and execution 
of Navid Afkari, and today, the lives 
of all of those who defended Navid 

Afkari are in danger. 
 

During its 43 years 
of ruling, The 
Islamic Republic 
has not refrained 
from torture and 
committing crimes 
against its captive 
prisoners. The 
covert killing of the 
political activists in 
prisons of the 
Islamic Republic is 
not new either.  
 

Many others have been the victims 
of these crimes in the prisons of the 
Islamic Republic, including Akbar 
Mohammadi, Hoda Saber, Shahrokh 
Zamani, Zahra Bani Yaghoub, Ziba 
Kazemi, Sattar Beheshti, Heshmat 
Saran, Amir Jawadifar Langroudi, 
Afshin Osanlou, Kourosh 
Bakhshandeh, and … 
 

In recent days, Sepideh Gholian, a 
civil activist, who has been 
imprisoned for many years, has been 
charged with propaganda against 
the state, for protesting the appalling 
conditions of the women’s prison in 
Bushehr. Sepideh Gholian and 
Mahboubeh Rezaee are under severe 
pressure in prison. 
 
Therefore, we, the political, social 
and cultural activists, organizations, 
and independent media, express our 
extreme concern for the lives of the 
imprisoned political prisoners, civil 
and labor activists, and other 
protestors, by the Islamic Republic, 
and we are expecting all the 
organizations defending political 
prisoners and human rights 
advocates, to protest against the 
existing conditions of the Iranian 
prisons. 
 
We are demanding the immediate 
and unconditional release of all of 
the imprisoned political, social and 
cultural activists in Iran. 
 
 
Gozareshgaran  
 



 
 

  

 
PEN Sydney open letter to the Kurdistan Regional 

Government (KRG) 
  

September 18, 2021 
 

    The family of prisoners who are on hunger strike, 
outside the court in Erbil. 
 PEN Sydney is calling on the KRG to release all 
arrested journalists and political activists 
immediately. PEN Sydney is also reacting to worrying 
reports from the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) 
where 81 jailed journalists and activists staged a 
hunger strike in protest at their inhumane treatment 
by the KRG authorities. Many human rights groups, 
journalist associations and media organizations have 
been reporting about the increasing number of human 
rights breaches in the KR-I. The Kurdistan Journalists' 
Syndicate (KJS) reported there were 
138 violations of media and 
journalists' rights during 2020 in 
Iraqi Kurdistan, including arbitrary 
arrests and physical attacks. 
Imprisoned journalist Sherwan 
Sherwani told Nalia Radio and 
Television (NRT) that almost all the 
81 journalists arrested in Duhok last 
year were now on a hunger strike. 
The spokesperson for the families of 
detainees anxiously told the media 
these journalists and activists have 
been on a hunger strike since 
September 6, they have been denied 
their basic rights and that some of them 
were in a “very bad” condition. Amnesty 
International has spoken out about the deteriorating 

security situation in KRG. Lynn Maalouf, their Deputy 
Director for Middle East and North Africa, said 
“Authorities in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq have 
launched a chilling crackdown in their efforts to 
silence critics over the past year. They have rounded 
up activists and journalists and are prosecuting them 
on trumped-up charges in unfair trials and harassing 
or intimidating family members who were kept in the 
dark about the status of their loved ones,”. We note 
that Badinan activists and journalists (images above), 
Sherwan Sherwani, Guhdar Zebari, Hariwan Issa, 
Ayaz Karam, and Shvan Saeed lost their appeal to 
their six-year prison sentence in The Kurdistan 
Region’s Court of Appeal in Erbil on 28 April this year. 
The charges brought against the five activists and 
journalists include spying for the USA, Britain, and 
Germany, sending sensitive information to foreign 
entities and cooperating with the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK). But Human Rights Watch on 22 April 
2021 described this court decision as “flawed”. Belkis 
Wille, senior crisis and conflict researcher at Human 
Rights Watch said, “Flaunting the most basic 
principles of justice to punish people for allegedly 
planning protests is a new low.” He warned the KRG, 
“These recent convictions only further compound the 
Kurdistan Region's worsening reputation as a place 
where people can face unfair criminal trials merely for 

critiquing government policies they object to and 
expressing concerns about the political elites”. 
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Reporters Without Borders (RSF) also raised their 
grave concern about these arbitrary rulings and called 
for the immediate release of the imprisoned 
journalists, accused of “undermining national 
security”, a charge carrying a possible life sentence. 
According to RSF Sherwani, Zebari and Karam were 
arrested in October 2020 after social media posts 
echoing protesters’ demands and complaints, 
including complaints about delays in paying the 

salaries of state employees and allegations of 
government corruption.  They added,” Two other 
journalists are currently detained in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
Omed Baroshki was arrested on 18 August 2020 and 
Qahraman Shukri was arrested at his home on 27 
January 2021 on grounds that are not yet known, after 
criticising online the political repression carried out by 
the KRG”. Qahraman Shukri is the son of Shukri 
Zaynadin, a journalist who died in still unexplained 
circumstances in late 2016. His son insists he was the 
victim of a “political murder.” 
Abducted and murdered in 2010: Journalist Sardasht 
Osman 
Assassinated in 2008: journalist Soran Mama Hama 
Assassinated in 2013: journalist Kaweh Garmyani 
Assassinated in 2016: journalist Wadad Hossain 
This is not the first time that journalists have been 
killed or assassinated in KR-I. Media activist Sardasht 
Osman was abducted and killed in 2010, Soran Mama 
Hama, a journalist with Levin magazine was killed in 
2008 and journalist Kaweh Garmyani was 
assassinated in front of his mother in 2013, they had 
all received death threats. 

Wadad Hossain, a reporter for Rojnews was killed in 
2016. In June 2021 the International Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ) General Secretary, Anthony 
Bellanger, strongly condemned the arrest and killing 
of journalists in Kurdistan and labelled these acts as 
“violations, irreconcilable with freedom and 
democracy.” He told KRG authorities that the role of 
journalists is to inform the public and reminded the 
KRG and Iraqi government of their obligations, “In 
times of a pandemic, journalists should not face 
restrictions in accessing information. The public has a 
fundamental right to know and any attempt to 
obstruct journalists’ work violates this right and must 
be strictly condemned. We demand that the 
authorities of the Kurdistan region of Iraq and the 
Iraqi Federal Government guarantee freedom of the 
media and let our colleagues work without fear or 
threats”. PEN Sydney strongly condemns the 
persecution, arrests, torture, arbitrary rulings and 
assassination of journalists and political activists in 

The Kurdistan region of Iraq. PEN Sydney believes 
these actions by KRG are a direct suppression of 
freedom of expression and the censoring of the 
dissemination of information and ideas by journalists. 
We call for an immediate unconditional release of all 
imprisoned journalists and activists. People in the 
Kurdistan region of Iraq are frustrated with 
corruption, unpaid wages and lack of transparency. 
PEN Sydney will send this letter to Kurdistan, Iraqi 
and international media organizations and human 
rights organizations in Australia and internationally. 
We ask for your support. 
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